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Hebrew High School Year Ends With
Maccabiah Games

By Megan Harkavay and Marci
Goldberg

Hebrew High finished the
school year on an incredible
high note. After a year of learn-
ing over Zoom, we were able to
celebrate the last night of class-
es with our in-person 2020-2021
Maccabiah Games. It truly was
an end-of-year celebration of
Hebrew High’s determination,
creativity, amazing teachers, and
incredible students.

Those who were not ready to
meet in person enjoyed a virtual
cooking class with Janice Zacks.
They made mini cheesecakes for

the upcoming Shavuot holiday.
And while the cheesecakes were
in the oven, they played a round
of Kahoot with Shavuot ques-
tions with Amy Montoni.

The Hebrew High Maccabiah
Games began as teens gathered
in the parking lot at Temple Is-
rael for the “pregame” check-in,
which included mask and tem-
perature checks. Next, they were
divided into four different color
groups: red, green, blue, and pur-
ple. It was amazing to see their
happy masked faces as they said
hello to friends they’d only seen
on Zoom screens.

Some members of the green team: Shayla Siegel, Rebecca Leighton and Paul
Mark acting silly during the Hebrew High Macabbiah games!

The official Maccabiah games
began with each color team di-
viding into three smaller groups
to compete in three rounds of
different activities. Activities in-
cluded a relay race where teams
competed in games of rock, pa-
per, scissors, and tic tac toe! An-
other activity was a photo scav-
enger hunt. Teens were given a
list of items to find and scored
points when they texted a picture
of that item to a Hebrew High
teacher. The third activity was
a game where groups comcom-
peted against each other to come
up with the correct answer to
various trivia questions. Bonus
points were given to individuals
and teams for good sportsman-
ship, creativity, and all-around
good behavior.

The competition was fierce,
and it was a race to the finish
to see who came out the winner
of the Hebrew High Maccabiah
Games. In the end, the green
team won! But really everyone
was a winner. We got to spend an
evening with friends, teachers,
and clergy, all in a place we’ve
missed — Hebrew High. The
games came to an end as prizes
were awarded and, to continue
our traditional snack time, take-
home treats of Oreo cookies
were handed out.

Maeli Zhiss, Asher Yesowitch, Amy Montoni, and Janice Zacks showing off the

cheesecakes that they made over Zoom.

Thank you to all our students,
parents, and teachers for an-
other amazing year of Hebrew
High. Registration information
for 2021-2022 will be available
soon.

Some members of the red team:
Toby Waller, Sydney Adamo, and
Lindsay Pfeffer jumping for joy
that they got to be together in per-
son!
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Story

By Stacey Sharoni

Our family joined Friendship
Circle last year. It has been es-
pecially rewarding during this
pandemic.

Our son enjoys going to the
events and feels everyone is so
nice. He likes the “Friends on
Call” program a lot as well. This
is a program where a child who
does not have special needs com-
municates with the child with
special needs once a week on
Zoom or FaceTime.

As an example of one of the
fun activities they are doing
together, my son and his bud-
dy will be making pizzas and
demonstrating together live on

~YOUTH VISIONS ~
Friendship Gone Right: A Friendship Circle

Art program at Friendship Circle

Zoom for others in Friendship
Circle to watch from their own
homes.

They offer different programs
for the moms also! I enjoy the

BBYO Returns
to In-Person
Programming

“Resilience is accepting your
new reality, even if it’s not as
good as the one you had before.
You can fight it, you can scream
about what you’ve lost, or you
can accept it and try to create
a better reality.” Elizabeth Ed-
wards

It has been almost 15 months
since the world as we knew it
shut down. For BBYO members,
the challenges of the shutdowns
meant that many traditions that
had become annual rites of
passage had to be changed, or
even eliminated, but they also
presented opportunities to be
creative, try new things, and
discover our resiliency. Despite
these challenges, we welcomed
more than 40 new members to
Charlotte BBYO, teens attend-
ed four virtual conventions, and
many parents even participated
in their first BBYO convention
by logging in for Shabbat or Ha-
vdalah services.

In February, over a weekend
that would have been a travel
nightmare due to snow and ice
storms, teens attended the in-
ternational convention virtually
without a hitch! BBYO even
put teens in “virtual rooms” so
attendees could meet new peo-
ple. Over the past year, many
events went well and exceeded
expectations and, not surpris-
ingly, there were some that were
just OK. Through it all, our teen
leaders demonstrated that they
could adapt and adjust as need-
ed. This may not have been the
year our chapter leaders envi-
sioned when they ran for office,
but their determination to make it
work has been inspiring and will
be something they can always

rely on when faced with future
challenges. For all their hard
work and flexibility, we would
like to thank Charlotte Chapter
presidents: Zoe Wojnowich, Chai
Chaverim BBG; Anya Dippold,
Ohavim BBG; Sam Baumstein,
Hank Greenberg AZA; and Jacob
Russack, Mickey Barak Aber-
man AZA.

As more people become vacci-
nated, BBYO is excited to return
to in-person programs. On May
8, Charlotte BBYO was able to
honor our active seniors at an
in-person gathering. At the event,
our Sweetheart Beau Court was
introduced and crowned. Senior
poems were recited, and a beau-
tiful Havdalah service marked
the end of Shabbat. BBYO is
also looking forward to a “more
normal” summer with programs
taking place at camps.

Finally, we are excited to start
planning for the next program-
ming year. Conventions for the
2021-2022 will be held at camps
and hotels. Mark your calendars
for the following events: Region-
al Execs (Teen Leaders): Aug
27-29; New Member Weekend:
October 22-24; and Regional
Convention: December 15-17.
Charlotte members save the af-
ternoon of September 12, 2021,
for our kickoff! Details coming
soon!

If you have a rising 8th-12th
grader and would like more in-
formation about BBYO, please
email egoldstein@bbyo.org.

W bbyo

Baking cookies is so much more fun with friends

moms’ weekly walk in the park
and occasional Zoom call. It’s
been great to meet new moms
who also have children with spe-
cial needs! We are able to offer

Invest
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We Bring Events To Life!
Fun and inferactive photo booths with customizable templates to
match your theme. We create memories and provide keepsakes you
and your guests can save, print, text, and share on social media.

each other helpful information
and support!

We feel very grateful to have
this exceptional program here in
Charlotte.
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704-222-0834

adina@carolinaselfies.com
www.carolinaselfies.com

To learn more about Friend-
ship Circle visit www.Friend-
shipCircleNC.org

Friendship Circle is an affili-
ate of Chabad of Charlotte and a
beneficiary agency of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Charlotte.
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Friendship
Circle

Gabby Starr
Transamerica Agency Network

Licensed Life Insurance Specialist,
Retirement Planning,
Voluntary Employee Benefits.

3545 Whitehall Park Dr., Ste. 175
Charlotte, NC 28273
704-661-9996

TRANSAMERICA'

SCAN ME
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Coming soon:
a Jewish community
Inthe heart ot
the Jewish community.

= ;r‘.'rmn!"

l '-I-Il

Generations at Shalom Park is a new vision in active independent living that
is Jewish in spirit, making it open to all and coming to SouthPark in 2023.
Featuring a limited number of architecturally striking residences in the heart of a dynamic

multigenerational campus, Generations will be senior living like nothing you've ever seen.

To reserve the residence of your choice now while opportunities remain, or to learn more,
call (704) 736-3343 and take a closer look at generationsatshalompark.com.
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(Generations

\ AT SHALOM PARK

L'dor V’dor. FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.

PROUDLY AFFILIATED WITH ALDERSGATE

T eEE generationsatshalompark.com 'i o
Serving all faiths and beliefs. 5935 Carnegie Blvd., Suite 101 e Charlotte, NC 28209
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Stephen Spielberg Launch-
es Foundation to Fund Jew-
ish-Themed Documentaries

By Gabe Friedman, April 16, 2021
(JTA)

Steven Spielberg has launched
a film foundation called Jewish
Story Partners to fund documen-
taries that “tell stories about a
diverse spectrum of Jewish expe-
riences, histories, and cultures.”

It’s funded by the Righteous
Persons Foundation, which Spiel-
berg and his actress wife Kate
Capshaw founded after Spielberg’s
experience making “Schindler’s
List” in 1993. Two Jewish philan-
thropies — the Maimonides Fund
and the Jim Joseph Foundation —
also contributed funds. (Both orga-
nizations also help fund 70 Faces
Media, the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency’s parent company.)

“We are especially proud to
help establish this initiative —
which will make visible a fuller
range of Jewish voices, identities,
experiences, and perspectives —
at a time when social divisions
run painfully deep and mainstream
depictions too often fail to reflect
the Jewish community in all its
complexity,” Spielberg and Cap-
shaw said in a statement Thursday
announcing the foundation.

The organization, which starts
with $2 million, will soon an-
nounce its first round of grantees,
who will receive $500,000 in total
this year. It is already taking ap-
plications for a second round of

grants and says it hopes to ramp
up its funding over time.

The project’s director is Ro-
berta Grossman, a filmmaker who
has specialized in Jewish-themed
documentaries. Caroline Libres-
co, a longtime Sundance Film
Festival programmer, will be its
artistic director. And “Friends”
creator Marta Kauffman is a board
member.

“I’'m looking forward to help-
ing create a stable and lasting
funding organization that can fill
the funding gap for independent
filmmakers who want to tell a
Jewish story,” Kauffman said in
a statement.

Spielberg’s Righteous Persons
Foundation has funded a range of
Jewish initiatives beyond the film
world, including the USC Shoah
Foundation, which has created
an archive of recorded Holocaust
survivor testimonies.

Spielberg is also a recent re-
cipient of the Genesis Prize, nick-
named the “Jewish Nobel,” which
is given to “extraordinary individ-
uals for their outstanding profes-
sional achievement, contribution
to humanity, and commitment to
Jewish values.” He said he will
donate his $1 million prize earn-
ings along with $1 million of his
own to 10 different organizations
fighting for racial and economic
justice.

www.hagelbhoat.com
(803) 831-9995

Order Online, Pick Up
or Local Delivery

"The Deli Best"

made a better choice.”

-Beverly B., a community residents

At Windsor Run, you're free to live the independent life you want
with an added safety net of support. We're the premier senior living
community in Matthews!

¢ Go freely about your life and pursue the activities you love on our
green and spacious campus.

¢ Be part of a connected community filled with friends, neighbors,
and a dedicated staff.

¢ Gain time and freedom from the hassle and expense of house repairs.

Call 1-800-583-9680 or visit
WindsorRunCommunity.com for your free brochure.

Matthews
WindsorRunCommunity.com

~ Windsor Run
/ BY ERICKSON SENIOR LIVING™
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Reserve Your High Holiday Greeting

Send your High Holiday greetings to your family, friends, and community in September’s issue of The Charlotte Jewish
News. Choose your greeting and customize your message. You save a stamp and help support your community paper!

Order by July 23, 2021.

eting e Main Greeting Sending your
Your Message Here greeting is easy:
Dimensions:3.96” x 2.44” Pick your Design!
Cost: $36
( ! Maximum character count: 60 Customize Your
Your Message Here X Message!
Dimensions:3.91” x 2.44” offn i Place Your Order!
Cost: $36 { ONEYS
Maximum character count: 60 L

e, >]J
&r@@JrM@ i
Yy Y a 4
| ] Your Message Here
Your Message Here
Dimensions:5.94” x 2.92”

i Cost: $72
.\} Dimensions: 3.91” x 4.38” Maximum character count: 100

Cost: $72
Maximum character count: 100

Dimemg'ly? : (g

Cost: $72
Maximum character count: 100 ’/ 1

How to order your greeting:

Fill out the order form on the next page and return to:
5007 Providence Road, Suite 112, Charlotte, NC 28226.
Or — Order online at www.jewishcharlotte.org/cjn-ads
Orders must be received by July 23, 2021
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Looking Back

Newspaper archives are a treasure trove of collective memories, providing a snapshot of our history.
The following is from June 2008. To read the whole issue or other issues of CJN, visit the archives at
https://www.digitalnc.org/mewspapers/charlotte-jewish-news-charlotte-nc/.

Birthright Restarting
Trips to Israel as Nation

Graduating From Hebrew High Nears Herd Immunity

Article written and pre-
sented by Becca Gerger, past
Student Council president, as
she gives the student address
at this year’s Hebrew High
graduation.

At the beginning of the
year, | was asked to think of
a quote to put in the school
yearbook next to my picture.
The quote that instantly came
to my head was from Bob
Marley’s Redemption Song:
“Emancipate yourselves from
mental slavery; none but our-
selves can free our minds.” At
the time, it just sounded cool,
but now that the year is com-
ing to an end, I have realized
the truth in the meaning of
that quote.

For the last four years, we
have studied the subjects re-
quired of us in school, we’ve
participated in sports teams,
helped out with clubs to boost
our resume, and lastly, we’ve
explored our Judaism in He-
brew High School. Looking
back on my Jewish educa-
tion, I can easily recall how
much [ used to dread He-
brew School. I would com-
plain to my mom, saying
that all the Christians didn’t
have to go to Bibles school
twice a week, so why was it
fair that I had to go to He-
brew school so much? Now,

<

as I stand here, graduating
from Hebrew High, I realize
that it wasn’t fair — I was
right, in a small way. People
outside of our community,
who don’t have the forces
of a tight knit congregation
pulling them toward their
constant religious education
don’t have the same oppor-
tunity as us to look outside
their all too basic world, and
perceive something bigger
than what’s expected of
them by everyday society.
We, as participants in
Hebrew High, stand out
from the rest of the public.
Not only have we worked
throughout our lives to satisfy
the expectations of the world
around us, but we have also
chosen to better our under-
standing of Judaism through
Hebrew High and Post Con-
firmation. Following the
actions and expectations of
society isn’t always the best
way to find personal clarity. If
you spend your life following
the crowd, your perspective
of the world can become dan-
gerously tainted by the limits
of your knowledge; however,
if you invest the extra time
to participate in outside pro-
grams like Hebrew High,
you will find in yourself the
ability to shape your own

The Charlotte
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" Am Al of e Jewish Fedaration of Greater Charkite
Rahbi Shields to Lead Lake Nors

Temple Beth EI Camp
Surpasses $9 Million M

perspective, enabling you to
become a more well-rounded
person by the breadth of your
knowledge.

Hebrew High is proud of
all of the 2008 graduates and
know they will continue to be
leaders in their Jewish lives
and beyond.

Congratulations to the fol-
lowing graduate:

Mark Abadi, Hannah Ar-
cher, Rebecca Berlin, Eliz-
abeth Bernstein, Joshus
Bockenek, Rebecca Gerger,
Sarah Greenfield, Jonathan
LaRowe, Leslee Lisnek, Ja-
mie Morse, Jared Morse,
Morgan Saloman, Issac Spil,
Sheina Taub

By Ron Kampeas

(JTA) — Birthright, the organization that flies young Jews to Israel
for a free 10-day tour, will resume its trips now that the pandemic
appears to be winding down.

“Birthright Israel will resume providing the gift of educational
trips to Israel for eligible individuals aged 18-to-32 from the United
States who are vaccinated or recovered,” its statement said. “Dozens
of trips are expected in May and June, and more than 400 tour groups
are planned for July, August and October.”

Participants will be required to test for coronavirus before board-
ing and upon arrival, the statement said. A factor was Israel, a world
leader in coronavirus vaccination, nearing herd immunity.

The organization has brought over 750,000 young Jews to Israel
over 20 years, including close to 46,000 in 2019.Along with a number
of other organizations, Birthright suspended trips to Israel after the
pandemic outbreak.
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(Puzzle on page 16)

High Holiday Greeting Mail-In Order Form

OPick your design

#1 ($36)
#2 ($36)
#3 (872)
#4 (872)
#5 (872)
#6 (872)

@ Customize your main greeting:

(For example: Happy Rosh Hashanah, Happy New Year,

L’shanah Tova, etc.)

9 Customize your message:

(Design #1 and #2 maxmimum character count: 60

Designs #3-#6 maximum character count: 100)

@ Fill out contact information

Name:

Mailing Address:

Phone: Email:

6 Mail your check to: Charlotte Jewish News
5007 Providence Road, Suite 112
Charlotte, NC 28226 by July 23.




in strengthening Jewish community.

Luxury Jewish candles with programs and proceeds benefiting

your local temples and communities.

XX

Locally
Hand Poured
in Charlotte.

Throughout some of the most challenging times in history, the prophet

Elijah has brought familial peace and blessings into the homes of Israel.

Today, Elijah Candles seeks to do the same with intentional and mindful <
moments with each candle that’s lit. Our candles are handcrafted with the

same passion and purpose as the community that holds them, and we are

honored to be a part of spreading that light throughout those homes.

100% Kosher Limited Edition Exclusive Temple Created by and for
Wax & Vessel Handcrafted Designs Giveback Programs the Jewish community




