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By  Alison Lerner
Back in January when I ac-

cepted the new role of Charlotte 
Jewish Day School (CJDS) ad-
missions counselor, the staff  at 
CJDS was doing their best to 
keep up with dozens of new in-
quiries and applications, while at 
the same time doing an outstand-
ing job of educating their stu-
dents during a global pandemic. 
I hit the ground running in the 
middle of the admissions season 
and was able to connect with 
prospective families who were 
interested in kindergarten for the 
upcoming school year. I was also 
speaking with families who had 
heard what an outstanding job 
CJDS was doing and wanted to 
move their kids into the upper 
grades at the day school, so they 
wouldn’t need to make another 
transition after fi fth grade. As a 
parent of two CJDS alumni, I 
was able to share my personal 
experience of the strong foun-
dation that the school gave my 
children, instilling in both of 
them a love of learning, a strong 
sense of Jewish values, and an 
understanding and pride in their 
Judaism and Jewish history.

Fortunately for these new 

families, we had something 
else exciting to share with them 
— beginning next school year 
(2022-2023) Charlotte Jewish 
Day School will offer transi-
tional kindergarten (TK) through 
6th grade classes, and by Fall of 
2024, we will be a TK through 
8th grade school. We already 
have 27 current students who 
have signed agreements and 
made tuition deposits to ensure  
middle school enrollment con-
tinues for those three school 
years. 

We shared that our secular 
academic curriculum will meet 
national and state standards and 
be comparable to other indepen-
dent schools in the area, much 
like our elementary school.  Ju-
daic education will be a seamless 
continuation of the current K-5 
curriculum of Hebrew language, 
Jewish lifecycle, and Torah stud-
ies. Studies have shown that 
students in K-8 schools perform 
better than students in stand-
alone middle schools. In addi-
tion, students will participate 
in community service, student 
advisory, and have choices of 
elective classes. Electives will 
take advantage of the communi-

ty at large, sometimes taking our 
students to off -campus locations 
and other times bringing experts 
into the school.

The new CJDS middle school 
will be open to students from 
other public and private schools 
while providing a seamless tran-
sition for the students who start 
in younger grades. Because the 
school boasts a very low student 
to teacher ratio, the challenges 
that come with many middle 
school experiences will be man-
aged in a much smaller setting 
and with attention given to each 
individual student’s needs. CJDS 
middle school students will be 
the “big kids” on campus and be 
a part of a supportive and safe 
place for these developmentally 
unique years.  

At the same time that CJDS 
is growing our upper grades, we 
are fi lling a need that we see in 
our community for a transitional 
kindergarten. When many young 
children fi nish their four-year-
old preschool year their teach-
ers or parents recognize that 
they may not be quite ready for 
kindergarten. There are a variety 
of reasons a child might not be 
ready for kindergarten, anything 

from not being able to sit still or 
wait their turn to not being able 
to hold a pencil or scissors. In 
many of these cases, TK is truly 
a “gift” of one more year — a 
smooth transition between pre-
school and kindergarten. Back 
in the early 2000s when my 
kids were in preschool, the Jew-
ish Preschool on Sardis director 
suggested we give my son the 
“gift of a TK year.” In all hones-
ty, I did not see it as a gift at that 
time. I felt like he was smart and 
engaging and as a four-year-old, 
was truly an “old soul.” But what 
his teachers saw was diff erent. 
He was physically small and his 
sensitivity made him prone to 
crying in the classroom or on the 
playground. They believed that 
giving him an extra year before 
kindergarten would allow him 
to mature enough to handle the 
new challenges that he would 
face. Looking back, I realize it 
was the best thing I could have 
done for him.  

If you think that your child 
could benefi t from a transitional 
kindergarten year, I encourage 
you to come take a tour of the 
school and talk to us about our 
TK program. The CJDS TK class 

will have a very small student to 
teacher ratio and focus on social 
and emotional growth, encourag-
ing independence, and cognitive 
and fi ne motor skills.  

At the time I am writing this, 
we have been back in the class-
room for about a week and are 
looking forward to a somewhat 
normal, albeit still masked, 
school year. The students, teach-
ers, and staff  are all working hard 
and are excited about what this 
new year will bring. We look 
forward to our growth and hope 
that you will consider becoming 
a part of it.

To take a tour of CJDS or to 
learn more about our school, 
email me at alerner@cjdschool.
org or  call at (704) 366-4558. 
Join us for Open House on Oc-
tober 14 and schedule a tour at 
your convenience. If you’d like 
to discuss how CJDS can be af-
fordable for most families, email 
Gale Osborne at gosborne@cjd-
school.org.  

704.366.4558  |  CJDSchool.org

Thursday, October 14, 
9:15-2:30 p.m.

Find out what we are all about!Find out what we are all about!
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Transitional Kindergarten at CJDS Helps Children 
Prepare for Elementary School

Education and Youth



Hebrew for High School Cred-
it, off ered at Hebrew High since 
2013, provides our teens with a 
unique opportunity to strength-
en their Jewish identity through 
language, culture, land, and peo-
plehood. Students learn Hebrew 
not only to satisfy their high 
school language requirement 
but also to further develop their 
Jewish identities. Our Hebrew 
for Credit program whereby stu-
dents will receive one year of a 
foreign language credit for every 
two years of Hebrew for Credit 
class, has been approved by the 
Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools 
(CMS) and Union County Public 
Schools (UCPS). We currently 
have 17 students enrolled, from 
13 middle and high schools. 
In fact, we have students who 
drive over an hour each way 
from Hickory or Lake Norman 
to take Hebrew for Credit. We 
even have several non-CMS or 
UCPS students who just want to 
learn Hebrew for its own sake.  

Students acquire a basic pro-
fi ciency in modern Hebrew, de-
veloping their ability to perform 
all four skills: reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking. The goal 
of our Hebrew for Credit pro-
gram is for students to acquire 
the ability to communicate in 
modern Hebrew in meaningful 
ways. Through active learning, 
we motivate teens and help them 
develop their interest in the cul-
ture and people of Israel, which 
continues beyond Hebrew High 
and throughout their lives.

As we are entering our eighth 
year of Hebrew for Credit, read 
what our students have to say 
about why they choose to take 
this class:

Top 10 Reasons Hebrew 
High students take Hebrew 
for Credit

#1 “I enjoy Hebrew for Credit 
because I can still be a part of the 
Jewish community after my Bar 
Mitzvah. I also enjoy learning a 
language I can use in temple and 

when I go to Israel.”  
#2 “I joined Hebrew for Credit 

to learn Hebrew, which is some-
thing I’ve always dreamed of. I 
am really enjoying the program 
so far, and I am happy that I have 
already made friends.” 

#3 “I chose to take Hebrew 
for Credit for a few reasons, 
the main one being that I had 
teachers who spoke Hebrew at 
religious school, and I wanted to 
be able to talk to them. I hadn’t 
really thought about learning 
Hebrew when I started Hebrew 
High until I went on a trip. I 
heard a family speaking Hebrew, 
and I thought, ‘Hey, I know that 
word!’ It was great to be able 
to connect with people on the 
other side of the world through 
a shared language that we both 
know for diff erent reasons.”

#4 “The reason I wanted to 
join Hebrew for Credit is that 
I was not impressed with the 
language options at my high 
school.” 

#5 “I signed up for Hebrew 
High School Credit because I had 
always been curious whenever I 
would hear my sister, friends, 
or teachers speak it. Eventually, 
I got excited about wanting to 
learn, so I signed up. I have so 
much fun, and on top of learn-
ing a new language, I have made 
friends as well. I am so glad I 
signed up because the challenge 
and learning are my favorite part 
of my Wednesdays.” 

#6 “I’ve made a lot of mem-
ories and amazing friends in my 
Hebrew for Credit class. I have 
also grown more confi dent with 
my Hebrew. Although I still have 
a long way to go, I look forward 
to the journey.” 

#7 “I like the way we get to 
work collaboratively in small 
groups. This allows us to both 
work at our own pace individu-
ally and to help each other when 
necessary. I appreciate that the 
workbooks came from the Min-
istry of Education in Jerusalem 

and were written specifi cally for 
teens.”

#8 “I am studying Hebrew for 
high school credit. Also, I am do-
ing it because I have been learn-
ing Hebrew since I was in kin-
dergarten, so I thought it would 
be nice to continue it.”

#9 “My favorite thing about 
Hebrew for Credit is probably 
how close those in my grade are 
to each other as well as the amaz-
ing teachers. There have been 
three of us who have been in 
class together for all four years, 
and I don’t think we would have 
met and become friends if it 
weren’t for this class. “ 

#10 I came to learn Hebrew 
because it differs from all the 
languages we can learn in school. 
Also, it helps us gain a deeper 
understanding of our faith. 

It is not too late to sign up! 
Please visit www.hebrewhigh.
org to learn more.  

The Pajama Walk on Novem-
ber 14 is a community walk to 
raise awareness and funds for 
Friendship Circle and ZABS 
Place, two local nonprofi ts that 
help children and young adults 
with special needs and special 
talents realize their dreams of 
living purposeful lives. 

Friendship Circle provides so-
cial opportunities and peer men-
toring for children and teens. 
ZABS Place is a thrift boutique 
off ering on-the-job training that 
can lead to a fulfi lling career.

Here are some highlights at 
this year’s Pajama Walk: 

Ability Fair
A display of unique creations 
of local crafters and artists with 
some seriously special talents! 
These unique items make great 
gifts and support inclusion and 
ability awareness (and of course, 
the artist!) 
Pajama Catwalk
Yes, you heard that right! You’ll 
have an opportunity to fi nally 
show off  those supercool paja-
mas you’ve been hiding away. 
Special Talent Drum Circle
Led by the talented David Drum, 
our Friendship Circle Friends 
and our ZABS talent will lead 
an interactive drum circle to kick 
off  the Pajama Walk. 

Dreamland
Think of Candyland in a 
dream, moon bounces, obstacle 
courses, races, pajama games, 
face-painting, and more! There 
will also be a designated area 
for preschool-age kids with 
their very own bubble show. 
Opening ceremonies begin at 
12:30 p.m. at the Freedom Park 
Amphitheater. 

To learn more and sign up, 
visit www.PajamaWalk.com.

Friendship Circle and ZABS 
Place are both benefi ciary agen-
cies of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Charlotte. 
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Top 10 Reasons Hebrew High Students 
Take Hebrew for High School Credit

Cteen Jr. is developed spe-
cifi cally for students in grades 
seven and eight. Our goal is to 
inspire the young teens of today 
to become the leaders of tomor-
row!  CTeen Jr. will harness the 
incredible potential of these 
boys and girls through outstand-
ing programs that will include:  
educational classes, debate ses-
sions, community action, kosher 
cooking, social and humanitari-
an experiences, exciting games, 
and more.

This is a great opportunity to 
have a fun time with local Jew-
ish teens while making a diff er-
ence in your community. This 
club is open to the entire local 
Jewish community. Cteen Jr. is 
the Jewish place to be!

All programming will adhere 
to COVID-19 safety and guide-
lines. Check our website for up-
coming events and registration 
information. www.JewishBal-
lantyne.com/cteenjr. 

Gan Izzy Club – YOU 
Scribe

Gan Izzy Club is open to 
all Jewish children ages 5-11. 
Whether you are a CGI Camper 
missing camp, or just enjoy fun 
and exciting Jewish experiences, 
this is for you. 

At this club the children will 
go behind the scenes to experi-
ence the mystical art of Torah 

making. They will learn the 
calligraphy of the scribes, write 
on their own scrolls, and get a 
letter of their very own in the 
Children’s Unity Torah.

Sunday, October 24 
4 p.m.-  5:30 p.m. 

At the Ballantyne Jewish Cen-
ter 8632 Bryant Farms Rd.

$10 per child 
RSVP Leah@JewishBallan-

tyne.com (704) 408-1116

Calling All Teens 
in Grades Seven 
and Eight

Pajama Walk at Freedom 
Park to Support Friendship 
Circle and ZABS Place

Cteen Jr. Fall Schedule
October 3 – Outdoor Laser Tag
October 17 – MasterChef
November 7 – Game Night
November 21 – Attitude of Grat-
itude
December 5 – Chanukah Party 
December 19 – Movie Night 

Cteen Jr. is a joint project of 
Chabad of Charlotte and The 
Ballantyne Jewish Center

For more information contact 
Leah Levin Leah@JewishBal-
lantyne.com (704) 408-1116.

A drumming parade leading the Pajama Walk 
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By Ellen Goldstein
Charlotte BBYO is off to a 

great start.  The phone calls and 
emails keep coming from teens 
and parents who are excited to 
have the chance to connect, have 
fun, and be teens again. Charlotte 
BBYO is so excited to welcome 
new teens and members back to 
in-person programs. It’s not too 
late to get involved. Teens in 
grades 8-12 are invited to join 
the fun on Tuesday evenings at 
the Levine Jewish Community 
Center.   

Charlotte teens had a fantas-
tic time at their first in-person 
convention in over a year and a 
half. Teen leaders from Charlotte 
and all across the eastern region 
gathered in late August to plan 
for the year. Highlights includ-
ed an opportunity to reconnect 
with friends, enjoy Shabbat, 
have chapter planning time, and 

develop team building. Saturday 
evening the teens enjoyed a kick-
off carnival that included playing 
games, tie dying, and enjoying 
delicious snacks. 

This month new members 
will have their first opportunity 
to attend a BBYO convention. 
New member weekend is Oc-
tober 22-24, 2021. Our older 
members (trainers) will lead 
our newest members through a 
beautiful Shabbat experience, 
teach them everything they need 
to know about BBYO, and build 
a community of lifelong friends. 
Teens will meet other Jewish 
teens from North Carolina, Vir-
ginia, South Carolina, and South-
ern Georgia during the weekend. 
For information about this event 
or about becoming involved in 
BBYO, email charlotte@bbyo.
org, call (704) 944-6834, or visit 
www.bbyo.org.  
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BBYO Plans for the Year and Welcomes New 
Members

Education and Youth
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COTSWOLD

Assisted Living and
Memory Care 

5215 Randolph Road
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-495-6031

Independent Living, Assisted Living 
and Memory Care

11945 Providence Road
Charlotte, NC 28277

704-246-3055

PROVIDENCE

Fall into a 
lifestyle you will love 

at Waltonwood.

What are you waiting for?
CALL US TODAY!

BBYO teens rekindled friendships 
and planned for the upcoming year 
at the Eastern Region Exec’s Con-
vention 2021



By Loán Lake, Moishe House Se-
nior Communications Manager

On August 22, Moishe House, 
the world’s leader in engaging 
Jewish young adults around the 
world, recognized the achieve-
ments of its global community 
builders during their annual 
resident training conference, 
currently dubbed CouchCon be-
cause of its virtual nature for the 
second year in a row. 

More than 400 individuals 
gathered together on over 200 
screens to celebrate “The Ulti-
mate ‘Us’ Time,” commemorat-
ing a year of hybrid program-
ming. The program opened with 
a tikkun olam ritual and refl ec-
tion led by Moishe House direc-
tor of Jewish service learning, 
Jessica Herrmann, and opening 
remarks by founder and chief 
executive offi  cer, David Cygiel-
man. Cygielman shared the new 
initiatives being implemented 
within the organization and its 

expanded community-building 
eff orts. “We are about building 
community and providing wel-
coming spaces for young adults 
to fi nd their tribe and celebrate 
who they are at their core,” said 
Cygielman during his address to 
conference attendees. “If each of 
us commits to some little impact-
ful thing each time we come in 
contact with someone, thousands 
of little things will change the 
way we act, talk, and live.”

One of the highlights of the 
conference was the presenta-
tion of the Michael H.K. Cohen 
award, by Moishe House Board 
Secretary Stephen Cohen. The 
annual award and travel fellow-
ship is given in memory of Co-
hen’s son, Michael, a former ac-
tive participant in Moishe House 
programming in both China and 
Boston, and an avid world trav-
eler, whose life was tragically cut 
short in 2018 at age 29. The 2021 
recipients are Alessandro Gai, 

a founding resident of Moishe 
House Rome, the fi rst house in 
Italy, and Chaya Bar-Chaim, 
a founding resident of Moishe 
Pod Crown Heights in Brooklyn, 
New York. “It is an honor to be 
receiving this award in Michael’s 
memory,” said Bar-Chaim. “I’m 
humbled to be the recipient of the 

Michael H.K. Cohen award, and 
I hope I can embody Michael’s 
spirit of friendship, curiosity, and 
adventure.”

Each award recipient will be 
able to visit any Moishe House 
community around the globe. 
They will also each receive a 
custom piece of Judaica, com-
missioned by artists Hillel Smith 
and Mia Schon, who participated 
in Moishe House’s Expedition 
Maker virtual art contest.

View a video recap of 
the conference at vimeo.
com/592777242/55fe448109, 
or to learn more about Moishe 
House, visit www.moishehouse.
org.
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Moishe House Celebrates Importance of 
Flexibility in Global Community Building With 
Second Virtual Training Conference

By Noah Goldman , Coordinator 
of Jewish Life at Queens Univer-
sity of Charlotte

Jewish tradition and people-
hood revolve around communi-
ty. We are not meant to be alone. 
The Torah teaches not only that 
we are not meant to be alone but 
also that we should be joyous 
with a community. Six years 
ago, I not only began my uni-
versity journey but also joined a 
special community. In four years 
at Queens, I was privileged to 
be involved in growing Jewish 
life and interfaith engagement 
on campus. Two years after my 
graduation, when an opportu-
nity to return presented itself, I 
quickly accepted the position of 
coordinator of Jewish life.

 The pandemic squelched 
much of Jewish life on campus-

es across the country. Although 
programs were off ered on Zoom, 
they did not off er what face-to-
face engagement could. Now we 
have the opportunity to reinvig-
orate Jewish life on campus as 
we work to nurture and develop 
our close-knit, supportive Hillel. 
We provide opportunities for 
students to engage in leadership 
roles and to create meaningful 
programs that will enrich cam-
pus life.

 My vision is to support Jew-
ish students as they grow in their 
Judaism by helping them engage 
with the wider Charlotte commu-
nity. Our Queens Hillel off ers a 
large Jewish umbrella. We have 
space for all Jewish students to 
be part of our community and 
learn from each other. We have 
space for non-Jewish students 
to join us as they grow on their 
interfaith journey.

 Over the past few years, 
Queens has been encouraging 
interfaith cooperation and di-
alogue. This enables Jewish 
students to meet and work with 
organizations both on and off 
campus. From volunteering and 
service projects to participat-
ing in other events on campus, 
the interfaith work at Queens is 
extensive. One of my favorite 
programs I led during my ten-
ure as Hillel president was the 
Soul Food Shabbat. This pro-
gram brought Black and Jewish 

students together to learn about 
our shared history in this coun-
try and the diff erent and similar 
challenges both communities 
face and to share in each other’s 
cultures and cuisines.

 Leadership is also a critical 
skill we seek to develop in our 
Hillel students. I want to enable 
Jewish students to explore their 
passions and creativity and to 
express them in the community. 
The opportunities for internships, 
travel, and high-quality educa-
tion are available at Queens, and 
I strongly encourage our Jewish 

students to take full advantage 
of those opportunities. Queens 
took me to three countries and 
allowed me to take on an inter-
national internship. These oppor-
tunities existed for me, and they 
will be available for our Jewish 
students now and for some time 
to come.

 I am a proud Jewish Royal 
graduate from Queens Univer-
sity, and Jewish Life at Queens 
was an integral part of my Jewish 
journey I look forward to passing 
on to others. As part of the lift-
ing up of future classes of Hil-
lel leaders, I sat down with Lia 
Federbusch to learn about her 
passion for Queens Hillel.

Interview with 2021-2022 
Hillel President Lia Federbus-
ch, a Queens Royal triathlete 
from Tel Aviv:

Lia Federbusch is a native of 
Tel Aviv, captain of the woman’s 
triathlon team, and president of 
Queens Hillel. She is pursuing a 
major in business administration 
with a minor in computing and 
data analytics. She chose Queens 
based on its values. As a Jewish 
international student, she looked 
for a school that embraces diver-
sity. Queens caught her eye as 
an institution that seeks to learn 

from diff erent points of view.  
As Hillel president, she is 

excited to bring her perspective 
as a Jew from Israel. She sees 
it as an honor to represent her 
religion and create a communi-
ty at Queens. Lia noted that she 
has big shoes to fi ll following 
Morasha Winokur’s tenure as 
president of Hillel in previous 
years. “I hope that I will serve 
as a great leader and friend as she 
was for other Hillel members and 
myself.”

Lia’s favorite Jewish tradi-
tion is a Shabbat dinner. After 
a long week of school or work, 
the whole family gathers, stress-
free, to appreciate each other. 
She said, “I’m looking forward 
to spending Shabbat with my 
Queens Hillel family and creat-
ing new traditions together.”

 Queens Hillel is excited to 
welcome college students to their 
Shabbat and holiday table. We 
extend an invitation to students 
at colleges across our city. If you 
know a Charlotte college student 
who wants to expand the circle 
of connections, or if you want to 
support our work, please contact 
Noah Goldman, coordinator of 
Jewish life at Queens University, 
goldmann@queens.edu.

Continuing My Jewish Journey at Queens 
University of Charlotte

Noah Goldman, coordinator of 
Jewish Life at Queens University and 
current Hillel president Lia Federbus-
ch give out Hillel treats to students 
on the fi rst day of classes. 

Education and Youth

Chaya Bar-Chaim, founding resident 
of Moishe Pod Crown Heights and 
2021 co-recipient of the Michael 
H.K. Cohen Award

Alessandro Gai (middle), co-recipi-
ent of the 2021 Michael H.K. Cohen 
award, pictured with his roommates 
and founding residents of Moishe 
House Rome, the fi rst Moishe House 
in Italy
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Newspaper archives are a treasure trove of collective memories, providing a snapshot of our 
history. The following is an excerpt from March, 2005 . To read the whole issue or other issues 
of CJN, visit the archives at https://www.digitalnc.org/newspapers/charlotte-jewish-news-
charlotte-nc/.

� e Story Behind the Levine-Sklut Judaic Library and 
Resource Center

Compassionate Psychotherapy to Help 
You Find Peace and Happiness

Tara provides counseling for women in different stages of 
life. She focuses on parenting, relationships, anxiety, 
depression, loneliness, and stressful transitions.

Goal-oriented, solution-focused, 
empathetic, and mindful 
approach

Tara Green, LCSW
Tele-health psychotherapy

Located in South Park 
Telephone 704-709-5065

Email: info@taragreenlcsw.com
Website taragreenlcsw.com

As you enter the Levine-Sk-
lut Judaic Library and Resource 
Center at Shalom Park, you will 
notice portraits of the founders 
and suppporters of all the librar-
ies and institutions that are inte-
grated into this exciting facility.

Continue your stroll to the left 
into the Teachers’ Resource Cen-
ter and you’ll notice not a portrait 
but a plaque, which is smaller, 
but no less signifi cant, dedicated 
to Lenora Stein, of blessed mem-
ory, the unforgettable executive 
director of the Carolina Agency 
for Jewish Education (CAJE).

Do you remember the former 
Jewish library facility, housed in 
a Leon and Sandra Levine small 
room in the Education Building 
at Shalom Park — the Speizman 
Jewish Library? Have you won-
dered what happened to the 
CAJE trailer adjacent to the JCC 
entrance? The Levine-Sklut Ju-
daic Library and Resource Center 
(JLRC) contains the collections 
of that “cozy” library room, the 
CAJE trailer, as well as those of 
the Charlotte Jewish Historical 
Society, and the Charlotte Jewish 
Day School library.

Although the JLRC facility is 
brand new, its walls speak of the 
dedication and creativity of all 
those responsible for its creation.

Those walls, doors, windows, 
and furnishings are the result of 
the Levine and Sklut families 
stepping up to meet the needs of 
the Jewish community for an en-
hanced Jewish library. Speaking 
as a spokesman for the families, 
Eric Sklut said that Leon and 
Sandra Levine, Howard and Julie 
Levine, and Eric and Lori Sklut 
are honored to make the new Ju-
daic Library and Resource Cen-
ter at Shalom Park possible. “Our 
families made the commitment to 
the Shalom Park Expansion and 

Endowment Campaign long ago. 
Now this commitment to the Ju-
daic Library and Resource Center 
is for the education and enjoy-
ment of our children and adults
and the many future generations 
who will use it,” he explained.

This expanding treasury of 
Jewish culture, knowledge and 
information had its origins with 
Sylvia Speizman’s mother, Annie 
Valenstein, of blessed memory, 
who organized the Jewish library 
at Temple Israel on Dilworth 
Road and served as its fi rst librar-
ian. Morris and Sylvia Speizman, 
both of blessed memory, kept the 
library growing at Temple Israel 
and thenfounded the library at 
Shalom Park in 1986. In remem-
bering his parents, Bob Speizman 
commented, “Morris had a pas-
sion for all things Jewish and a 
lifelong love aff air with the writ-
ten word. It was not surprising 
that he and Sylvia founded the 
Speizman Jewish Library at Sha-
lom Park ”

While the CAJE trailer, which 
served as a resource center for 
Jewish teachers in the Carolinas, 
is no longer standing, its dazzling 
array of learning materials is an 
integral part of the JLRC. It was 
Herman Blumenthal’s vision that 
was the drive behind the forma-
tion of the CAJE. Back in the 
early ‘80s, acting on his strong 
belief that a separate agency 
was needed to enhance Jewish 
religious school education state-
wide, he sent Robert Seigel, for-
mer rabbi of Temple Beth El, and 
Cy Jacobs (of blessed memory) 
to a conference of Jewish educa-
tors in San Antonio, Texas, with 
directions to learn how to “run an 
agency for Jewish education and 
to purchase materials, so that in 
Herman’s words, “The Carolina 
Agency for Jewish Education 

would be second to none!” 
Originally established in Cy 

Jacob’s hometown of Greens-
boro, the CAJE offices soon 
moved to Charlotte, with the pur-
chase of materials funded 100% 
by Herman Blumenthal. 

Within a year, CAJE became 
the largest Jewish education re-
source center in the southeast. 
Lenora Stein took over as exec-
utive director soon after. over the 
years, she developed the archives 
of the Charlotte Jewish Histori-
cal Society, a project of CAJE. 
Lenora worked with others in 
the Jewish community and the 
Charlotte area to make the his-
tory of the Charlotte area Jews 
known. However, the main focus 
of Lenora’s eff orts at CAJE was 
education. She brought national-
ly recognized experts in Jewish 
education to Charlotte for work-
shops and programs. Under her 
leadership, Herman Blumenthal’s 
visions of a resource center for 
Jewish teachers in the Carolina’s 
found fulfi llment. 

Lenora participated in the 
planning of a Judaic library and 
resource center at Shalom Park. 
As a founder of Shalom Park 
and benefactor of its Education 
Building, Herman Blumenthal 
saw to it that CAJE was moved 
into the new education facility, so 
that the resources would be con-
veniently location for all Jewish 
schools. 

Adults, children, and educa-
tors are encouraged to take ad-
vantage of the resources of the 
JLRC. By taking advantage of 
the resources that are “shelved” 
at the JLRC, the vision and sup-
port of the founders of all the in-
stitutions now part of this intrigu-
ing facility are being realized. 

11121 Carmel Commons Blvd. Charlotte, NC 28226
Located in the Carmel Park II Building

www.audiologycharlotte.com

Whether it’s a lunch date with 
your girlfriends or story time 

with the grandkids, there’s 
nothing more important than 

your ability to hear.

You’ll love what you hear

Call 704-412-7975
to schedule your Hearing Aid Test Drive

1) Make an appointment for an initial hearing evaluation 

2) Take home a state-of-the-art hearing aid 

3) Take your time evaluating which hearing aid suits you best

Here’s how it works: 



Thank you to the 1611 donors who have
contributed $4,789,422 to the

Annual Campaign to date

Federation is excited to report that we have surpassed our 2021 Campaign 
goal! Because of you, we continue our commitment to strengthen Jewish 
life! We are grateful to all of our donors who make it possible.

On behalf of our entire community, THANK YOU!

www.jewishcharlotte.org

as of September 15, 2021
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